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Hditorial ~ 


In this issue, is an excerpt froma 
book entitled, "How to Fight Unfair". 
It tells us how to get back at our neigh- 
bour before they get us. Does this sound 
familiar to any of you? Sure, these are 
just some of the games that are played 
all around us, everyday. They're tacky, 
immoral, and can be very dangerous. 


Here we are women and lesbians, trying 
to work together, communicate and esta- 
blish ourselves within a straight society, 
and here's someone telling us how to do 
things the dirty way. I care if these 
games are played, because they totally 
go against the grain for me. There's 
only one problem, I can't stop anyone 
from playing them, but I can refuse to 
participate in them. 


Now, you're probably wondering why 
this article is in this issue, if I feel 
so strongly against it. I'm really 
curious as to what you think about it. 

I've already had some interesting com- 
ments on this, but now it's your turn to 
voice your opinion. Feel free to write 
to me, and either tell me I'm way off 
base with this, or not. 


(Please keep in mind, that this arti- 
cle does not reflect the policies or 
opinions of Womonspace. ) 


Sant._Covond ls 


Shane Lavender 


Letter to the Editor -~ 


Dear Editor, 


On October 11, at the Womonspace 
Annual General Meeting, a number of 
topics were discussed and policy was 
implemented at that time. One of the 
more controversial motions voted on 
was the policy concerning the newsletter: 
more specifically, policy establishing 
the criteria determining what is to be 
printed and what is not. It basically 
read that material which is; a) blatent- 


ly not factual, or b) which misrepre- a. 


sented, or is detrimental to Womonspace 
shall not be published. Working defi- 
nitions of 'detrimental' and 'misrepre- 
sent' were not established. Furthermore 
it was left to the discretion of the 
individual newsletter committee members 
to determine what actually is 'detri- 
mental’ and/or 'misrepresentational’. 
As a last step, material deemed prob- 
lematic and/or questionable is to be 
presented before the Board of Directors 
and if necessary, before the general 
membership itself for the ultimate 
acceptance or rejection. Lastly, the 
procedure by which the various commit- 
tees decide what is published, either 
by group consensus or a majority vote, 
was not decided. 

The existance of the above mentioned 
policy was preceded by an incident con- 
cerning two articles for the October 
newsletter. The first article was con- 
sidered ‘problematic’ as some of the 
members felt it was ‘negative’ (uncer- 
tain as to it's meaning or relevance). 
The second, a letter, was deemed 'not 
factual' and was rejected. 


It appears to me to be common know- 
ledge that when a writer has a piece of 
work published, she is taking the risk 
that opinions about her work will vary 
dramatically. In the history of the 
world, I doubt if there has ever been a 
piece of fiction, non-fiction, poetry 
or prose that the critics have agreed 
upon. Such is the nature of not only 
the written word, but of humankind as 
well. We all have different backgrounds 
and as such, interpret the world around 
us in a different manner. A newsletter, 
which is the work of many different 
women, should not be hesitant to reflect 
this. 

What is going to happen when the 
Newsletter Committee disagree again in 
the future? According to policy, it will 
go before the Board of Directors. What 
do we do when the Board disagrees? Well 
it then goes to the general membership. 
In order for a vote to be just, copies 
of the particular article would need to 
be circulated. The purpose of voting 
to determine whether or not it is to be 
published becomes obsolete by circulat- 
ing copies of the article for everyone 
to read. And then, after all that, what 
happens when the general membership still 
differs in its opinion of the article? 
It seems to me, to be a much simpler 
solution to publish it and allow censor- 
ship to remain in the hands of the indi- 
vidual where it belongs. 


When formulating newsletter policy, 
I feel the following criteria is the 
only practical and reasonable 'policy' 
for our lesbian community: "the com- 
mittee reserves the right to reject 
material which is sexist, heterosexist, 
and/or racist, and whose sole purpose 
is to degrade, humiliate or otherwise 
encroach upon the rights of individuals 
or a group of individuals." Such a 
policy allows for the voice of all 
lesbian experience to be heard and 
expressed. Further, it eliminates the 
possibility of individual likes or dis- 
likes determining what is printed. 

Our community is not founded on a 
particular socioeconomic class, nor on 
race, religion, political philosophy or 
educational background; we are simply a 
large, diverse group of women who share 
a sexual preferance. As such, we are 
going to have differences of opinion 
about every issue, etc., that could 
possibly affect our lives. The purpose 
of our newsletter committee should be to 
capture this diversity, in the newsletter, 
not to subjectively and conveniently 
‘motion’ it away. 


Jean Leggett 


(Editor's Note) 


Thank you for your observations and 
insights. Please keep in mind that the 
policies voted on at the Annual General 
Meeting, will be rediscussed at future 
meetings. (To iron all the kinks out, 
so to speak.) 


SS SEND 


Nearer areore 


I am writing to you to complain about 
our community's chronic'complainers. I 
am sick and tired of listening to all 
the bitching going on within our ranks. 
Complaints are fine, don't get me wrong, 
but, only if they are constructively 
channeled. Womonspace is becoming a 
vast organization. We are all busily 
planning activities for our sisters, and 
most of the time we're having a lot of 
fun doing it. But, amongst us are those 
who would rather receive than give... 
and, you know what? Those are the ladies 
I am writing to you about. 

I think it's time you ladies got off 
your butts, stopped your complaining, 
and started doing something about it. 

If you've got a complaint, by all means, 
express it. But, at least send in a 


letter to the editor, as I am doing, 
and do something constructive with it. 


Signed: "A do-er, not a receiver". 


(Editor's Note) 


Right on, sister!!! 


Dear Editor, 


The recent plea for volunteers for 
committees, dances, and the newsletter 
has struck a cord within me. However, 
reference to volunteers in the news- 
letter has been confined to the 
newsletter itself. If you would pub- 
lisize the time, dates and locations 
of other volunteer meetings I'm sure 
the turnouts would be better. It anoys 
me to hear about a meeting after it 
happens. Please help us to get it 
together. 


Busy Body 


COMMON WOMAN 
BOOKS 


Alberta’s Only Feminist Bookstore 


non-sexist children's books 
records * jewelry * t-shirts 
fiction * feminist theory 
overcoming male & female stereotypes 
a good selection of lesbian literature 


Tuesday & Wednesday: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Thursday & Friday: 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 


8208 - 104 Street 432-9344 


WOMONSPACE COFFEE HOUSE 


A good time was had by all...almost 
eighty women showed up for the coffee 
house put on by Womonspace at Flashback 
on October 16th. Things started roll- 
ing at three in the afternoon and 
carried on until ten that evening, and, 
included food, fun and entertainment. 
Among the performers was the "lovely 
and talented" Holly Wright who capti- 
vated us with her soft ballads and 
stunning good humour. Then Sue Brydges 
and Claire Berrette took to the stage 
and entertained us with their lively 
tunes about love and “coming out". And 
last but not least, Lynn Weeds dazzled 
us with her polished and professional 
style. She shared with us her "topical 
songs about women and bombs". After 
the entertainment, we all dug into the 
food which was carefully prepared by our 
hard-working Flash committee. It was 
absolutely delicious of course. For a 
mere cover charge of two dollars a per- 
son at the door, a complete buffet was 
almost too good to be true. The rest 
of the evening was highlighted with 
dancing and relaxing conversation. The 
Flash committee is busy planning other 
activities for the lesbian community... 
hopefully once a month. So far, some of 
the ideas include: movie nights, 


brunches, pot luck dinners and lots more. 


If you have an idea you'd like to see 
put into action. Let us know. Either 
myself, or Norma will be at the next 
Womonspace general meeting Tuesday, 
November 8th. 


Sheila 


THE WHEELS OF FORTUNE 


So the Love-of-my-life decides to buy 
anew car. Now, there's one thing you 
should know about this lady of mine; an 
otherwise strong willed, capable, disci- 
plined and confident woman dissolves 
into a dribbling neurotic when it comes 
to matters of cars. And with good — 
reason. She is the only person in the 
world who could take a car in for minor 
body work and have the service man 
drive it into a wall - creating MAJOR 
body work. She is also the only person 
who could take her car in to have a 
cassettee deck installed and have the 
service man break her gear shift. Oh 
yes, friends - and much, much more. 


And still, my love decides to buy a 
NEW car. My blood ran cold. 


Regaled with rabbit's foot and St. 
Christopher medal, I set out with her to 
pick up her new aquisition. She is pale 
and I am quiet; there is something in 
the air. 


Happy Henry's Hankerin' to Hand Her 
Deal - and there is it: steel blue, 
sleek, shiny, in the corner of the lot. 
After kissing each of it's wheels, she 
heads over to sign the adoption papers. 
I trail behind, watching Happy Henry 
hand it to a few others. Then I notice 
that my love is already in the far cor- 
ner with her very own Henry clone. He 
is shaking his head very slowly and 
patting her shoulder. I come up behind 
her, blank expression carefully fixed on 
my face and ask, "what's wrong?" 


The Henry Cookie gives me a "Oh no, 
TWO broads to deal with" look while my 
lover tries, tearfully to explain. 
"They say I need a down payment." 


"Besides your trade in?, I ask, 
smiling benevolently at our salesman. 


"There's been a small complication", 
he explains, "Head Office says they have 
to have five hundred cash as well." He 
turns back to my love and puts his hand 
on her shoulder. "Sorry, sweetheart, 
but that's how these things work." 


Another Car Crisis! My lover is 
becoming hysterical. But something in 
his tone makes my fists clench. 


"Ok", I say, firmly clutching her 
elbow and hauling," I guess they don't 
make a sale.'"' My lover resists my 
attempts to drag her away. "Don't 
worry,'' I whisper, "They never want to 
lose a sale." 


Sure enough, the Henry Cookie makes 
a last ditch attempt. "Why don't we 
check with the office. I'm sure we can 
work something out." I wink at my lover 
and we follow him in. 


The domain of the Sales Manager - A 
slight look of puzzlement crosses his 
face. It's just what I wanted to see. 
He is not sure why there are two women 
in his office. A salesman off guard is 
a salesman conquered I tell myself. And 
I know he's doing a mental check list 


of his pitches: Single Man Pitch, 
Retired Couple Pitch, Married Couple 
Pitch, Single Women Pitch... He settles 
on that obviously, because he tums to 
talk only to my lover. Too bad he went 
right by his "Married Couple" one. 


"Now Sweetie", he begins badgering 
my already babbling lover, "what we can 
do is - you're going to finance through 
us, aren't you? - that's good. So, do 
you have a credit card? - Oh, that's 
wonderful. And can you put five huw- 
dred on it? -" 


"Wait a minute." Determined and mad, 
I make a shocking move. I go over and 
sit on his desk - right on it - so that 
I am looking down at him and all his 
papers. He looks at me like I'm from 
Mars and shakily continues to talk to 
my sweetie. 


"It's just the same as getting a bank 
loan -" 


"At a higher interest rate." I smile 
innocently down at hin. 


Irritation wrinkles the corners of 
his eyes and he peers up at me. "The 
difference, considering the total amount 
financed is negligible - and consider- 
ing the convenience -" 


"Prove it." I flutter my eyelashes. 
He turns slightly pale. "What?" 


"Show me exactly how much the differ- 
ence in interest and monthly payments 
would be."" I shuffle some of the 
Papers on his desk. 


He looks pleadingly at my lover for 
an explanation. Who the hell is this 
broad -— flashes across his face. But 
right now I am her White Knight and she 
just beams a smile back at me. 


"Do you have a calculator?," I ask. 


"Of course,'’ he snaps. And then he 
regains control. "You see..." He 
patiently explains everything. 


I twirl his pencil. "Uh huh," I nod 
knowingly. Really, I haven't under- 
stood a word but I'm not about to let 
him know that. All I know is that we 
can't put that much on our credit card 
comfortably. 


"How about," I jab the pencil at his 
figures, "if we financed the whole shot - 
including the extra five hundred - 
through the bank? How much would the 
payments be if she just owed the bank - 
instead of some to you and some to the 
‘credit card?" He gives me a blank look 
and draws out his calculator. Again. 


It turns out to be slightly cheaper 
to go through the bank only. Our Cookie 
Manager breathes a heavy sigh. He wants 
me off his desk. I know it. "Ok, what 
if you leave us with a blank credit 
card form and bring in the full amount 
from the bank on Monday. Just so we 
have something." He sounds tired. 


"Sounds good." I nod at ny love. 
He sits back with relief. 
"Just one more thing -" 


He puts his head in his hands. 


"Tf for some reason the bank doesn't -" 


"— you'll finance through us." He 
rubs his forehead. 


"But eld) 


A warming glint shoots through his 
eyes. LI ignore it. I'mona roll. 
"But are your loans insured?" It's a 
term I learned from somewhere. 


Our Manager gives me a tight smile. 
"Yes - if S. dies, her loved ones," he 
puts a heavy emphasis on the words, 
"won't be responsible for the debt." I 
think he has finally figured us out. I 
give him my biggest smile and hop off 
his desk. In doing so, I knock off a 
magazine. I pick it up and hand it to 
him. The lead story blazing across the 
cover reads: The Car Buyer - Now Almost 
50 Percent Women! We both read it and 
look at each other. I can see tears in 
his eyes. 


"HE HAS THE RIGHT TO CRITICIZE, 
WHO HAS THE HEART 10 HELP" 


Abraham Lincodn 


The Roost 


In talking to Gene, one of the four 
managing directors of the Roost, I dis- 
covered why the club came about. Basi- 
cally, they were looking for an alter- 
native between Flashback and Club 70. 
They also wanted to prove that a club 
could work as a business, too. 

- They opened the Roost mainly as a 
men's club, but after the first year, 
they weren't doing too well, so they 
opened their doors to the women as well. 
For those of you who don't remember, the 
first year after Club 70 closed, there 
were a lot of fights among the women at 
the Roost. Because of that, Gene told 
me, they had to clamp down on who they 
let in; they just kept an eye out for 
any trouble. In the past couple of 
years, they've had no problems of this 
sort, and, Gene said, he doesn't think 
there will be any in the future. 

I also asked Gene about one of the 
rumours that has been circulating among 
the women: 'Does the Roost intend to 
close its doors to the women once their 
renovations are finished?" He said no; 
the rumours were just that - rumours. 

When I asked Gene about the strip- 
pers they were supposed to have brought 
in, he told me that the few women they 
had asked, had said 'yes' to having 
strippers do a show on Wednesday night. 
The two strippers they had hired, post- 
poned the first week, as they were out 
of town. The second week they were 
supposed to do a show for us, there was 
so much dissention from the women, that 
Gene and the other directors cancelled 
it. Gene said he didn't realize there 
was so many women who were so strongly 
against strippers. In the future, he 
said they are looking for other live 
entertainment, and any suggestions will 
be appreciated and accepted. 

As far as women working at the Roost, 
Gene said they are definitely open to 
that, however, the turn-over of staff 
isn't very high, and as of late they 
have had to lay off a few as it is. 
Hopefully, they'll be able to re-hire 
again in a month or two. 

The Roost is also open to women 
Friday nights, and in case you're inter- 
ested, memberships are available to 
women as well as the men. 


Shane 


GATE 


GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUALITY 


10173-:104 St. EDMONTON (403)424-8361 


*~DROP-IN CENTRE 
*PEER COUNSELLING 
READ 


HOW TO FIGHT UNFAIRLY* 


* This article is an excerpt from the 
working draft of the book Relative 
Madness. Reproduction in any form is 
prohibited without written permission 
from the author. 


All through our childhood we are 
taughtihow to) fightwiairs | "Don tapas 
her hair because it's inhumane, socially 
unacceptable, a violation of ones' per- 
sonal property rights, and just not’nice", 
is usually the sufficient parental 
guidance. Somewhere between adolescence 
and young adulthood the game changes 
and you are left totally unaware of the 
new rules. We need to be able to iden- 
tify the methods employed by those who 
would break our legs and rip our heart 
out; literally and figuratively. 


Unfair Fight Offensive Defense: 


1. Fight at any time that you could 
possibly gain the greatest vantage point. 
Bring in friends, family, neighbors and 
strangers; the more allies and embar- 
rassment, the better. 


2. Apologize constantly, "I'm sorry 
that. I bredthew.. o. 


3. Don't think of anything nice to say 
especially when you've got them backing 
down. If you are going to win you 
might as well go all the way. 


4. While they are giving their side (if 
you allow them to), fall asleep, hun, 
blow your nose, go to the bathroom or 
for a walk, anything that will make them 
lose their composure. 


5. Use expressions and gestures that 
are unique to your opponent. It'll 
drive them bonkers. 


6. If you've got the dirt on then, 

use it. "Remember the time you..., 
What makes you any better now..., It's 
irrelevant that you were only six years 
olde: 


7. Doa full evaluation of their mental 
health. Use all the information that 
you obtained from your introductory 
psychology course. 


8. Bring in every issue you can, no 
matter how related it is. With a little 
verbal articulation you can make any 
point apply. 


9. Never let them know what the fight 
is really about, they may solve the 
problem before you get a chance to win. 


10. If you find they're gaining ground, 
pretend to go along until you can get 
enough ammunition to blow their buns 
off. 


11. Know their vulnerabilities, even 
when you're not fighting accumulate them 
(make a list if you have to), you never 
know when they'll be useful. The more 
cherished the object, the greater the 
effect. 


12. Don't reward them unless you know 
it can undermine their position at some 
future point. "Well, I gave you... 

You owe me...". 


13. Tell them exactly how they're feel- 
ing at the time, it unnerves anyone. 


14. Tell them how to correct their 
behavior, it makes you appear to know 
more and them less. 


15. No matter how much they give you, 
never let them know it's enough. 


16. If they explode, sink in, don't let 
it subside. It'll help you use number 
ips 


17. Know their insecurities, it'll be 


useful in:order to deflate their self- 


worth. It's also easier to kick a person 
when they are already lying down. 


18. Cover your flanks, tell everyone 
you both know how miserable this person 
makes your life. 


19. Do not let them know that you can't 
sleep or eat, you don't want them to 
think they've gotten through to you. 

Tell them the mattress is lumpy or you've 
recently developed an alergy. 


20. Never let your guard down, always 
be prepared for another fight. Knowing 
them, they're doing the same. 


Bev 


FRIDAY 
NOV. II 
8 p.m. 


THEATRE 
U. of A. 


$7advance $§ at the door 


ilable at the Edmonton Learner Centre 
Ganon enter ks, SU Box Oice 2 Keen Kratt Music 


Sponsored by the Uof A. Nuclear Disarmament Group 


Lite is’a play-.. 
Today is a rehearsal. 


Each lost love... 
Dims the house lights. 


Pulls the thread... 
That frays the curtain. 


Teaching the performer... 
Where acting devices fall. 


To show £ictiony.. 
As a course in reality. 


So the audience... 
Can't see a human frailty. 


The stage door... 
Reflects the closing scene. 


EXlt =) finalvact... 
Shows the simplicity of me. 


Bev 


Lesbiantics by Barb MacIntosh 
(Reprinted from Pink Ink, Volume l, 
Issue lS wJuly 1983 Pacese2. 22) 


" I have something to tell you. I've 
been meaning to tell you for a while 
but...We.. Ltos...nowsshall@lesayevre.. 
I don't want to upset you...well, I'm 
non-monogamous. There, it's said. Now 
don't worry. I really am happy this 
way. I've chosen to live this way. No, 
it's not just a stage I'm going through. 
I believe it's quite natural. I don't 
think I want to be "cured", thank you. 
What made me this way? Well..." 


Recognize this scenario? Substi- 
tute the word "lesbian" for "non- 
monogamous" and you have a coming-out 
story. In away, I think, being non- 
monogamous in the lesbian community. 
is a little like being gay in the 
straight world. Non-monogamous les- 
bians, or those of us who are trying 
to redefine our ways of looking at 
relationships, friendships, love, sex, 
etc., tend to find ourselves facing the 
same kinds of fear, pressures to conforn, 
and moral judgements we face as lesbians 
in a heterosexual society. 


oh 


Declaring yourself to be a lesbian 
in a world where most of the wealth, 
power, and privilege belongs to straight 
men, it is not an easy thing to do and 
I admire each and every one of us who 
has the courage and the opportunity to 
do so. But no matter how personal it 
may seem, being a lesbian entails re- 
jecting the roles society has set for 
us as women. Whether we recognize it 


or not, our lives are political 
statements. 


This doesn't automatically free us, 
however, from the roles and stereotypes 
with which we have grown up. I have 
heard more than one lesbian dump on 
straight men for treating women like 
objects and possessions only to turn 
around and talk about "my woman". What 
does this have to do with non-monogamy? 
Only that, as lesbians, we must continue 
to challenge and examine the ways in 
which we are still caught up in society's 
morals and models of behavior. 


Non-monogamy is one of these. We are 
brought up in a society which idolizes 
and idealizes the couple. Listen to the 
songs on the radio, watch the commer- 
cials and programs on television. What 
are we being told at every tum? The only 
way to a happy fulfilled life is to find 
that ONE magical person out there who 
has everything - Mr. or Ms. (is this 
liberation?) Right. I'm not knocking 
loving, caring for someone else in a 
committed, involved relationship. It 
just seems ridiculous to me that I 
should expect one other person to be 
able to fulfill all of my needs, desires 
and expectations, all of the time. 


Sure, you say, it's okay to love more 
than one person, as a friend. It's 
even something to strive for. But more 
than friends, or what I call "emotional 
non-monogamy" is okay (in theory anyway). 
But sexual non-monogamy is out. Why? 


Partly, this attitude comes from our 
socialization of women. Much more so 
than men, women in our society are 
brought up to equate love with sex; the 
two are inseparable. Straight or gay, 
the message is the same for all women. 
You can only sleep with someone if you 
love them above all others and if you 
intend to spend the rest of your life 
at their side. We think we're getting 
out of this trap as lesbians by reject- 
ing marriage and the traditional family 


roles. But are we not still clinging to 
the "white picket fence"? 


It bothers me to see so many lesbians 
feeling miserable because they haven't 
found a "true love", desperately looking 
for someone to be with, and becoming de- 
pressed if they're on their own for too 
long. It's hard not to feel this way. 

I find myself doing the same thing from 
time to time. I ignore my friends, feel 
lonely and depressed, and start wonder-— 
ing if there's something wrong with me 
because I don't "have someone". For- 
tunately, I'm learning to get myself 

out of this state of mind - but it's 
hard. It takes a long time. 


Being non-monogamous means being 
self-assertive and independent (a 
radical step for most of us women). 

It means knowing what your wants and 
needs are at different times in your 
life, and having confidence in what you 
have to give to others. Being non- 
monogamous means taking responsibility 
for your own actions and for the ways 
in which you relate to others. Most 
importantly, it means being open and 
honest enough to let someone know 
where you are and how you feel. 


Life as a non-monogamist is not 
all fun and games. Contrary to popu- 
lar belief, it has its problems too. 
It's hard to balance independence with 
my need for love, affection, friendship, 
and "someone to lean on". It's hard 
to find time for more than one lover, 
to sort out the priorities in my life, 
not to feel guilty for loving the woman 
I'm with when I also love other women. 


I've had to deal with being jealous 
of other lovers, feeling neglected, 
being unsure of what I want from a par- 
ticular relationship and of what my 
lover or friend wants from me. 


Life gets complicated. How do you 
tell your lover you are interested in 
someone else without making her feel 


rejected or unwanted? How do you explain 


to someone that you just want (or need) 
to sleep with her that particular night 
but not necessarily any other night? 
How do you tell someone that you want 
to sleep with her from time to time but 
not every Friday and Saturday for the 
rest of your life? What do you do when 
three or more of your lovers are in the 
same room together and you want to be 


with each of them? How do you tell 
your lover that you are seeing one of 
her other lovers? How do you stay 
friends with someone you've slept with 
once or twice but don't want to sleep 
with again? And how do you explain all 
of this to your monogamous friends? 
Your mother? Ann Landers? 


I think that non-monogamy is a heal- 
thy thing if it is lived with caring, 
honesty, and openness. I have friends 
who are lovers, lovers who are friends, 
friends who aren't lovers and sometimes 
lovers who aren't friends. Each of these 
women bring something of what is unique- 
ly her own to our relationship. They 
all enrich my life in many different 
ways, and I hope that I too am able to 
enrich theirs in my own way. 


Developing such a lifestyle (and for 
me it is an ongoing, leaming process) 
HAS taught me a lot about myself, has 
enabled me to expand my "family" of 
friends and lovers, and has allowed me 
to maintain my independence. I value 
this aspect of my life above many other 
things. 


As lesbians, we have the capacity to 
care for and be tender with each other, 
to explore and confirm our own sexu- 
ality, and to develop new ways of living 
and loving. The challenge is enormous, 
the opportunity is there, and it is ours 
for the taking. 


CCOLOW 
Womens Educational Research Project 
9926-112 STREET, EDMONTON. ALBERTA TSK1L7 TELEPHONE (403) 488-4459 


Do you have one hour to express your 
views? The Women's Educational 
Research Project is studying atti- 
tudes and barriers to leaming oppor- 
tunities for women. We'd like to hear 
your views and experiences. 

Phone 488-4459 for an appointment. 


If you would like further information 
about this project contact this office 
and we'll be glad to fill you in. 


Betty Gray, Coordinator 


Restaurant Review - "Steppin" Out" 


If you are looking for a pleasant 
dining experience, I would suggest 
you not consider "Steppin' Out". If, 
however, you are looking for an agree- 
able altermative to the clubs for 
"nightlife" I would suggest you try it. 
Because the emphasis here is not on the 
food, you can expect prepackaged and 
reheated (sometimes) food. Everything, 
except the salads (no raves here either) 
probably comes from a can or package 
and is heated as needed. To my surprise 


though, our meals arrived decidedly cool. 


At this point in a review, one should 
describe the ambiance, flavors and 
service, but I think I'll spare you 

the gory details. As a nightspot, 
"Steppin' Out" has a certain relaxed 
atmosphere which can't be found at the 
clubs. I enjoyed myself the Saturday 
evening I went, which was in marked con- 
trast to my afternoon venture to satis-— 
fy my insatiable appetite. If you 
decide to go down, eat beforehand and 
enjoy yourself dancing the night away. 


Terri 


Activities ~ 


Dance: Our next Womonspace dance 
gets underway on November 19 at the 
Hazeldean Hall, 9630 - 66 Avenue, from 
8:00 to-1:00 a.m. Admission: $6.00; 
membership card holders pay $5.00. 
Volunteers are needed! 


Coming Events ~ Other 
Organizations ~ 


Edmonton's "Vocal Minority" presents "A 


Musical Offering"; an evening of classical, 
popular, and christmas selections followed 


by a reception, Dec. 1 - 8:00 PM at the 
Edmonton Public Library. Tickets are 
$6.00 and can be purchased at Woodwards, 
Flashback, Different Strokes, chorus 


members or at the door. For further infor- 


mation contact Terri at 482-4957. 


WEN-DO— 


WOMEN’S SELF DEFENSE 


WEN-DO IS A SYSTEM OF SELF DEFENSE DEVELOPED 
FOR WOMEN AND THE TYPES OF ATTACKS THAT MOST 
FREQUENTLY HAPPEN TO WOMEN. IT IS ALSO TAUGHT 
BY WOMEN.WEN-DO TEACHES AWARENESS, AVOIDANCE 
AND ACTION TO ATTACKS. IT IS MORE THAN JUST PHYSI- 
CAL TECHNIQUES AND INCLUDES MENTAL AND PHYSICAL 
EXERCISE AS WELL AS DISCUSSIONS ON VARIOUS AS— 
PECTS OF SELF DEFENSE AND WOMEN. 


Next Wendo Basic Course will be held 
December 3 & 4, 10 a.m.-to 4 p.m. 

Next Intermediate Course will be the 
following Monday and Tuesday in the 


evenings. 
For information and/or registration: 
Contact: Anne 477-1068 
Kris 962-6522 
Janet 469-6148 


Candace 489-1777 


We also have practices every Thursday 
evening at the Bissel Centre from 7 p.m. 
until approximately 8:30. 


Hee: J 


For a change in your life we invite you 
to try: The Wishing Well Magazine and 
Services. Features hundreds of current 
members’ self-descriptions (by Code #), 
letters, opinions, valuable resources, 
reviews, and much more. Introductory 
copy $5.00 ppd. (mailed discreetly first 
class). Confidential, supportive, dig- 
nified, sensitive, prompt. Eight years’ 
reliable reputation. Beautiful, tender. 
loving alternative to “The Well of 
Loneliness.” A family feeling. The 
pioneer of them all! Free information. 
Gay Women are writing and meeting 
EVERYWHERE through: 


The Wishing Well 
P.O. Box 117 
Novato. Ca. 94948-0117 


WORKSHOP! ! 


Of 


LESBIAN SEXUALITY 


ACLS i Ga 


November 20th at 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Leader: Marilyn Neudorf 
from Saskatoon 
Cost: $2.00 (to help cover 
travel costs) 


The workshop will consist mostly 
of group discussions. Sharing ideas 
and view points of sexual aspects, 
with the guidance of Marilyn Neudorf. 
She did a commendable job of leading 
the Lesbian Sexuality Workshop held 
during Metamorphosis in Saskatoon. 
She helps to create an atmosphere 
where conversation can flow freely. 
Sexuality is a topic too seldom dis- 
cussed, so here's our chance - let's 
talk about it. 


Candace 489-1777 
Anne 477-1068 
Janet 469-6148 


Contact: 


Place: Every Woman's Place 


9926 - 112 Street 
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“No, | want auto mechanics. He gets the needlepoint!” 


IF 


‘*1 haven't developed yet, either. I plan to develop 
intelligence, poise, wit and business sense."* 


FANTASY ISLAND 


Many will be shocked to find, 

When the day of judgement nears, 

That there's a special place in Heaven 
Set aside for Volunteers. 

Furnished with big recliners, 

Satin couches and footstools, 

Where there is no committee chairman, 
No group leaders or car pools, 

No eager team that needs a coach, 

No bazaar and no bake sale, 

And nothing at all to staple; 

Not one thing to fold or mail. 
Telephone lists will be outlawed, 

But a finger-snap will bring 

Cool drinks and gourmet dinners 

And rare treats fit for a queen. 

You ask, "Who'll serve these privileged few 
And work for all they're worth?" 

Why, all those who reaped the benefits, 
And not once volunteered on earth! 


- The Logo, South Saskatchewan Region 


I would be interested in talking to 
Fu r L h ah f nye 0~ or hearing from anyone willing to help 
coordinate a permanent dance committee, 
or athletics committee. Please contact 
me at 433-8678, or write c/o Every 
ELECTION RESULTS Woman's Place, 9926 - 112 Street. 
Thank you. Norma Collingwood 


President - Agathe 
Vice-President - Mary 


Secretary - Sheila Any interested parties willing to do 
Membership Director - Terri final clean up for the dances please 
Public Relations - Liz contact Norma Collingwood at 433-8678. 
Activities Director - Norma Please quote fee expected. 


Treasurer — Linda 


Submissions of material to be pub- 
Memberships: Have you filled out lished in WOMONSPACE NEWS must be 


a membership form yet? No? Then what received no later than the 10th of every 
are you waiting for? A copy of month to appear in the following month's 
WOMONSPACE NEWS is mailed monthly to newsletter. Mail them to WOMONSPACE 
each member. Remember that members are NEWS, c/o Every Woman's Place, 9926 - 
also entitled to $1.00 off the 112 Street, Edmonton T5K I1L/7. 
admission price at our dances. If you move, please advise us of your 
address change. Quite a few newsletters 
Board Meetings are held on the first are returned to us after every mailing. 
Tuesday of every month at Every Woman's 
Place. The next one will be at 7:30 on Personal Ads: If there is anyone 
December 6th. out there who wants to buy, sell or trade 
anything, we are as of this date start- 
General Meetings are held on the ing a personal ad colum in this news- 
second Tuesday of every month at Every letter. If you wish to utilize this 
Woman's Place. The next one will be service, contact Shane at 435-4051. 


November 8th. 


Please note that articles published 
in WOMONSPACE NEWS do not necessarily 
reflect the policies and opinions of 
Womonspace. 
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Credits: Shane, Karen, Sheila, Terri 
and Candace. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS is published monthly by Womonspace Social and Recreational Society 
of Edmonton. Womonspace is a non-profit, social, recreational and educational 


organization for lesbians in Edmonton. Mailing address: '‘Womonspace News', c/o 
Every Woman's Place, 9925-112 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1L/ 


